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IOur Heritagc: T he Norwcgians

McGregor Point, Maalaea, Maui

The
Norwegians

went out on

WORDS ON THE PLAQUE: This monument commemorates the arrival of the
Norwegian barque Beta which dropped anchor near this spot on February 18,
1881, and of her sister ship Musca, which arrived in Honolulu May 13, 1881. They
brought more than six hundred Norwegians, Swedes and Danes to work in the
sugar cane fields and mills of the Hawaiian Kingdom — the first and only mass
migration of Scandinavians to these islands. For their contribution to the life of
this land, as well as those of their countrymen who proceeded or followed, our
mahalo and aloha. The Scandinavian Centennial Commission, February 14, 1981,
the centennial date. This monument was restored in the year 2006, in celebration
of the 125th anniversary of the Scandinavians arrival in Hawaii.

strike,
frustrating
the plantation

owners who

Sometimes called “the forgotten immigrants” more
than 600 Norwegian men, women and even some
children shipped out from Drammen, Norway in 1880,
having signed up to work in ‘paradise’ on the “‘with meeker
booming sugar plantations in the Sandwich Isles,
Kingdom of Hawaii. After a brutal six-month voyage,
they went mostly to the island of Maui.
T ] Captain Christian
il o .| L'Crange, an early

plantation owner, was
commissioned by King
Kalakaua to bring the
Norwegians fo the
islands. But there was
. : @ disconfent and .
controversy from the very start when they found that ~ Eleanor Da_V'S
the labor contracts they signed in Norway, written in Norwegian
Norwegian, were fundamentally different from the Labor in Hawaii
contracts presented on arrival, written in English.
Many felt they had been misled and staged one of
the first labor strikes in the islands. As soon as their
contracts expired the majority of Norwegians left for
the U.S. mainland. A small number of Norwegians
remained in Hawaii working as skilled tfradesmen,
craftsmen or merchanfs.

Although the emigration to Hawaii was a failure, the
Norwegians who stayed left a lasting legacy. Today
there are many Hawaiians who are immensely proud
of their part Norwegian ancestry and feel it an honor
to trace their heritage to the ‘Beta’ and ‘Musca.’
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