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There are  

only two  

native  

butterflies  

in Hawai'i. 
 
 
 

The pulelehua, or Kamehameha butterfly,  
became the official insect of Hawai'i (HB135)  
on April 23, 2009. 
One of only two species of butterfly native to  
Hawai'i,  Kamehameha Butterfly, Vanessa 
tameamea, with a two-and-a-half inch wingspan is 
often seen fluttering near koa trees where adults feed 
on the sweet sap oozing from broken branches.  

With a wingspan 
of just around an 
inch, Blackburn’s 
Bluet or Hawaiian 
Blue (Udara 
blackburnii) is the 
other butterfly 
native to Hawai'i. 
It is blue to blue-
purple and hard 
to distinguish 
from a small 

moth until it lands with its wings held upright as do  
butterflies, showing the lime green under its wings. 
Caterpillars of both 
species feed on the 
leaves of Māmaki 
(Pipturus albidus), a 
species of flowering 
plant in the nettle 
family, that is  
endemic to Hawai'i 
and traditionally 
used for making 
tapa and medicine.  
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