IMPROVE EDUCATION FOCUsS
PROTECT THE ENVIRONMENT MAUI
ADDRESS INFRASTRUCTURE CHALLENGES . oun rutunms

ADOPT SUSTAINABLE ECONOMIC STRATEGIES
MEET HUMAN NEEDS & PRESERVE LOCAL CULTURE OWW W‘I

“He
wishes to
increase the

- happiness
Although there is some debate as to the

precise year of his birth, Hawaiian legends and not
claimed that a great king would one day unite

the islands, and that the sign of his birth the wants
would be a comet. Halley’s comet was visible

from Hawai i in 1758. The name Kame- of his
hameha means “the one set apart.”

For 13 years, from 1782 to 1795, he waged people.”
numerous battles to conquer the islands,
ultimately uniting the Hawaiian Islands in
1810, becoming the first king, and establish-
ing a dynasty that endured for over a century. ~Captain Otto
As a leader in restoring the islands, he urged Von Kotzebue
his people to work and to grow food. They
said of him, “He is a farmer, a fisherman, a (1787-1846)
maker of cloth, a provider for the needy, and RiUESERRNENIsF|delg
a father to the fatherless.” As king,
Kamehameha took several steps to ensure
that the islands remained a united realm even
after his death. He unified the legal system
and traded shrewdly with the foreigners that
followed Captain Cook. He did not allow non-
Hawaiians to own land and this edict ensured
the islands’ independence during a time when
other Pacific island nations were succumbed to
colonization.

When Kamehameha died in 1819 his body was
hidden by his trusted friend Hoapili, and his
wife Keopuolani. It is said that only the stars
know Kamehameha'’s final resting place.

FOCUS MAUI NUI is a community-driven vision for the future of our islands,

f‘ spearheaded by Maui Economic Development Board, Inc., a nonprofit
@ med b organization dedicated to the economic well-being of Maui County.
VISIT www.focusmauinui.com or CALL 808.270.6801
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